Editorin-Chief
mwbookrevw@aocl.com
hittp:/ fwww. midwestbookreview.com

~ THE MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW

Library Bookwatch: February 2009
James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief
Midwest Book Review

278 Orchard Drive, Oregon, WI, 53575

The Writing/Publishing Shelf

Children's Picture Books

Shari Faden Donahue

Arimax, Inc.

2865 South Eagle Road, Newton, PA 18940
9780963428752, $19.95, www.justselfpublish.com

Children's books are a substantial part of the publishing industry and
children's picture books are a substantial part of children's books
publishing. That's why the 'marketplace competition' for a children'’s
picture book is so intense -- whether it's the joint collaboration of an
author and an artist, or whether the author is also the artist. Often the
only viable alternative for a picture book project is that of
self-publishing. That's where Shari Faden Donahue's "Children's Picture
Books: How to Self-Publish Your Way To Success" should be
considered essential reading for anyone aspiring to become an author
and/or illustrator of children's picture books. As a veteran picture book
author, illustrator and publisher, Donahue draws upon her years of
experience and expertise to provide a wealth of practical, 'user friendly'
information, commentary and instruction on all aspects of
self-publishing a picture book including the writing, illustration, design,
printing, sales, distribution, promotion and publicity aspects of the
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process. In the interest of full disclosure it should be noted that the
Midwest Book Review and its editor-in-chief James Cox are cited four
times in the text. Providing 344-pages of solid information that carefully
and succinctly walks the reader through every phase of the publishing
process, "Children's Picture Books" is complete course of instruction
under one cover and is enhanced with up-to-date information that
includes publishing industry vendors, thematically appropriate websites,
organizations, conferences and workshops, a self-publisher’s glossary, a
reading list, and direct contact information for more than fifty children's
picture book reviewers (including the Midwest Book Review!). Of
special note are the chapters dealing with marketing. If you are
contemplating publishing (or have already self-published) a children's
picture book, then you absolutely need to have your very own copy of
"Children's Picture Books: How To Self-Publishing Your Way To
Success" -- it will be the best publishing investment you'll ever make!



